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ACTION IO-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-10 EA-10 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO 
/067 W 

121637 222252Z/66 

R 222201Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6397 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
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AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
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AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 OTTAWA 00877 

BRUSSELS FOR USEEC 

PARIS FOR US OECD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EGEN, ECOSOC, UN, CA 

SUBJECT: FIRST MEETING OF UN OVERVIEW MEETING: CANADIAN 
ASSESSMENT 

REF: USUN 606 

1 . SUMMARY. CANADIANS REASONABLY SATISFIED WITH OUTCOME 
OF FEB 13-17 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF UN OVERVIEW. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 OTTAWA 00877 01 OF 02 222214Z 

HOWEVER, GOC WOULD HAVE PREFERRED THAT COMMITTEE MEET 
LESS FREQUENTLY PRIOR TO 33RD UNGA. THEY WILL WORK TO 
REDUCE LENGTH OF JUNE MEETING AND TO EFFECT CHANGES IN 
ITS AGENDA. GOC REMAINS SKEPTICAL AS TO UTILITY OF THIS 
FORUM. END SUMMARY. 

2. GENERAL REACTION: PER REFTEL, EMBOFF DISCUSSED GOC 
REACTION TO RESULTS OF ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF OVERVIEW 
WITH A. WRIGHT, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF EXTAFF GENERAL ECONOMIC 
POLICY DIVISION. WRIGHT INDICATED THAT CANADIANS ARE 
REASONABLY SATISFIED WITH OUTCOME OF ORGANIZATIONAL SES- 
SION. THEY FELT THAT TONE WAS POSITIVE AND THAT 
ALGERIAN CHAIRMAN WOULD CONTINUE TO WORK HARD TO ACHIEVE 
MELDING OF G-77 AND WEO POSITIONS ON KEY ISSUES. GOC 
REMAINS SKEPTICAL AS TO USEFULNESS OF OVERVIEW FORUM, 

BUT WILL ATTEMPT TO MAKE IT AS EFFECTIVE AS POSSIBLE, 

GIVEN LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY SIZE OF COMMITTEE. 

CANADIANS ALSO FORESEE PROBLEM OF DEFINING ROLE OF 
COMMITTEE, NOTING THAT IT WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR COMMITTEE 
TO ACT AS STIMULANT TO NEGOTIATIONS IN OTHER FORA 
WITHOUT ITSELF ENGAGING IN NEGOTIATIONS. 
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3. FREQUENCY AND LENGTH OF MEETINGS: IN CANADIAN 
VIEW, AGREEMENT TO HOLD TWO MAJOR SUBSTANTIVE MEETINGS 
AND SHORT MEETING JUST PRIOR TO 33RD UNGA WILL RENDER 
DIFFICULT THE TASK OF ADEQUATE PREPARATION OF MEETINGS. 
STRONG CANADIAN PREFERENCE WAS FOR FEWER MEETINGS. 
CONVENING OF "CRISIS” MEETINGS SHOULD BE RESISTED AS 
IT WOULD TURN OVERVIEW INTO A NEGOTIATING FORUM. 

WRIGHT ALSO COMPLAINED THAT PLANNED LENGTH OF MAY AND 
JUNE MEETINGS WAS EXCESSIVE; GOC FEELS THAT WEO COUNTRIES 
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AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
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AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
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SHOULD GO "BACK TO THE BARRICADES" AT MAY MEETING TO 
ATTEMPT TO LIMIT JUNE SESSION TO MAXIMUM OF ONE WEEK. 

4. AGENDA: WHILE CONTENT WITH AGENDA AGREED FOR MAY 
OVERVIEW SESSION, CANADIANS HAVE SUBSTANTIVE PROBLEMS 
WITH TENTATIVE AGENDA PROPOSED FOR JUNE MEETING. 

WRIGHT NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT JUNE AGENDA WOULD BE 
REEXAMINED IN MAY. CANADIANS CONSIDER THIS DECISION 
TO BE A REASONABLE OUTCOME - INDEED, ALL WEO COUNTRIES 
COULD HAVE EXPECTED. 

5. SUBSTANTIVE PREPARATIONS: CANADIAN POSITION ON 
ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN MAY WILL EVOLVE OVER NEXT FEW 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WEEKS. THEY EMPHASIZED NEED FOR WEO COUNTRIES TO CONSULT 
CLOSELY DURING PREPARATION PROCESS. ENDERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COMMITTEE MEETINGS, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS, MEETING PROCEEDINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978OTTAWA00877 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780082-1036 
Format: TEL 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780228/aaaaaxmz.tel 

Line Count: 220 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b21d2bd2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 USUN NEW YORK 606 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3522139 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FIRST MEETING OF UN OVERVIEW MEETING: CANADIAN ASSESSMENT 
TAGS: EGEN, CA, ECOSOC, UN, OVERVIEW COMMITTEE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b21d2bd2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



